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A World Court in the Light of the United States Supreme Court. By 
Thomas Willing Balch. Pp. 165. Philadelphia: Allen, Lane & Scott, 
1918. 

This is a timely and valuable contribution toward the great problem now 
before the world. Whether a supreme court of the world modelled upon 
the Supreme Court of the United States is a practical possibility may be 
doubted, but that some great international tribunal always in session to 
which cases may be brought by appropriate process in which the rights of 
individuals may be determined would be an enormous advance in inter- 
nationalism over a tribunal whose jurisdiction would be limited to the con- 
sideration of controversies presented to it by states seems certain. At 
the Second Hague Conference a proposal to establish such a court was made, 
but nothing has come of it. The problems coming before such court would 
be legal problems and the ability of individuals to invoke its jurisdiction 
would tend in the course of time to establish a body of true international 
law having the sanction not merely as at present of the agreement of the 
high contracting parties but that of a world court from whose opinion there 
can be no appeal and to whose jurisdiction all must submit. No doubt such 
a court would not be infallible. Even so august a tribunal as the Supreme 
Court of the United States has rendered decisions strongly criticised at the 
time and ultimately leading to the most unfortunate consequences. The most 
obvious illustration is the decision in the Dred Scott case. But with all 
the dangers that may attend the functioning of an institution, it seems cer- 
tain that some such tribunal must and will ultimately be established, and 
among all the great appellate courts of the world such as the English Privy 
Council and the French Court of Cassation and the Supreme Court of the 
United States, the latter furnishes the most interesting analogues. The pres- 
ent work of the scholarly author is written in a high and temperate tone in 
which a scientific and objective view of the problem is presented, and his 
conclusion is set forth by the author in the epilogue with the true modesty 
of fine scholarship. 

Problems of the War. Pp. xviii, 139- Published by the Grotius Society. 

London : Sweet & Maxwell, Ltd., 1918. Price, 5 shillings, net. 

This is the third volume of the publications of the Grotius Society, 
founded in 1915, and consists of a collection of papers of varied scope and 
interest. The paper on International Law Teaching, although criticising the 
schools in Great Britain and other countries subject to the crown, will not 
be without interest to those who have given thought to this subject in 
American University Schools of Law. The article on Legal War Work in 
Egypt will be of interest to those who are watching the effect of the change 
of sovereignty in the Asiatic dependencies of the Turkish Empire. The legal 
problems of the new political districts of Armenia and Palestine are indi- 
rectly suggested in this article. Of special interest to lawyers are the 
articles on "Control of Air Spaces" and "Jus Soli" or "Jus Sanguinis." A 
complete list of the articles is herewith given: 

"Treaties of Peace." By Commander Sir Graham Bower, late Royal 

Navy. 



